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Excretion of Ephedrines in Human Urine after Oral Administration
of Mahuang Tang Decoction

CHEN Yan, ZHU Quan-hong , LUO Jiabo  , CHEN Fei-long
( College o Traditional Chinese Medicine, Southern Medical Unwersity , Guangzhou 510515, China)

[ Abstract] Objective: To study excretion of ephedrines in human urine after oral administration of traditional
chinese medicine Mahuang Tang decoction. Methods: After consuming a double clinical dose of Mahuang Tang decoction,
urine samples from healthy volunteers were collected at different time. The urine sample and Mahuang Tang decoction were
subjected to KOH( 5 mol/L) alkalization and acetic ether extraction before gas chromatography-mass spectrometry( GC-MS)
analysis. Results: The amount of NMP, NME, E, PE and ME in Mahuang Tang decoction was 4. 38, 3. 24, 97. 45, 26. 15
and 6. 16 mg, respectively. At 24 h post-administration, the average accumulated excretion rate of ephedrines were
118.84, 291.96, 70.18, 90.74 and 38.10% , respectively. Conclusions: As one of the main active components of
Mahuang Tang decoction, E excreted most quickly. ME excreted most slowly. NMP, NME, E, PE and ME were metabolites
of Mahuang Tang decoction in human body. NMP, NME, E and PE mainly metabolized as unchanged parent compounds,
while a small amount for ME, and then excreted in urine with assistance of kidney.

[ Key words]| Mahuang Tang; urine excretion; metabolite; ephedrine; pseudoephedrine; methylephedrine;
norephedrine; norpseudoephedrine
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A 32 B, B K2 BRI, Qp o) e IR
W ES A

I LA R K255 JRR S (14 1 770 P s sl AR A 1)
frih s A, 1R T — R ENE ] S
DML R ST BRI, b o5 AR T 5 X 5 bR i 5
RIoGHE .

N T B G RR BN RSB IR A2, T 5 R A
0 PR JBR 35 A W el e A K HE I 9 R A T
SCo R, PRS00 0 5 T3 3 2 250 W R,

BT APV R0 5 72, R L A% 25 4 45 HPLC

LC-MS HPCE \GCG-MS \GCG-NPD 4% | 22 0 Sr ki
TE R JOR B A= W Ay A AR i 10 1 I E , A ] — e
T EAC DS AN F AL S IAEAE A R A% . JR
ATTUR B T S0 A 11 RRR 337 i PRAE v JBR 35 24
AT AEACHEAT T BN E, A8 SCAE B il
P S SRR B 3 BRI N AR TR RR 3 9 I AN [ B
(] R H JBR 28 A= 0 i 5 0 N s S R BT 5T, 430 B R
SRR B AR E N A4 N AR HE I 0
1 UR5HX%HA

HP6890GC/5973MS HK I %, 3% [ AL 3% 2 +l;
CP225D )59y 2 —H TR, 18 Sartorius; i i
W o ds, LUFP G o AR s LXF 1A B
Pl BB i) .

R SR 50 B ) 2R B A~ E], 4T
BB R 27 B 27 e 24 AL A By 26 0 o BT =8 5k
HZZ € . R 35 O bR 5 R ) 5 RR B Ephedra
sinica Stapf 1] 8 52 5T 25, AR R R W) A A
Cinnamomum cassia Pres] [ -5 URz; A547 0 % #i Rl
LAY Prunus armeniaca L. var. ansu Maxim. [T
B R T 1L O R 8 Ggrhia
uralensis Fisch. (1) T-HEH AR ZE . K18 23 HI O JBR 22
(Norpseudoephedrine hydrochloride, NMP*HCI) £k /2 2
FFJRR 25 B ( Norephedrine hydrochloride, NME « HCI) &k
i WK 5 B Ephedrine hydrochloride, E<HCI) £k 2 04 R
H#( Pseudoephedrine hydrochloride, PE*HCI) £k 2 H
FE R 25 8 ( Methylephedrine hydrochloride, ME * HCI) 3
FINEIEPN SR sl N A Be SR N
(I3 B4ty , B M OB 0T RIS T P s PR &
e R S JoKBR RSN A O i
réag
2 AE
2.1 RE RO E e S5 G AT A AR

. 56 ¢

2y B e LR B Tk BRI 18 g, FEAE 12 ¢, 7
212 g, HHE 6 g, 10 557K, BRI JERT 20 min, FF
FR 25 3L A 30 min, AL 98 20, £ R . B
10 mL, FIXUZE /K8 8 42 50 mL, 7E K R332 B TAE
W . — 4 CIRAEFRI

2.2 0TSRRI A A R TR T

2.2.1 SOf RSB ORS A PR IROR L A R
22 HUIEONBRBE AR 10 mg ERFR 25 HRR BRI 20 mg
ERIR PR TR LY 100 mg R IR Oh BR BB 2T 50 mg Mz &6
T LR T2 10 mg, B 100 mlL . 258,
WV FERRRE 22 Z0 ., ) BOxs B i 4 Q0 7% NP
*HC1 0. 1 mgemL™ ', NME*HCl 0.2 mg*mL" ', E*HCI 1
mgemL" ', PE*HCl 0.5 mg*mL ', ME*HCI 0.1 mg*
mL™ '), - 20 CIRAET .

R PRIBUGS L 6 TR B B2 200 mg #h R O
JREIHZ 100 mg F #5712 2 FH 04 R s i 26 1R 2 1Y
RECH Fh R FH IR PR SO 2 20 mg, B 100 mL 5 &
LA, T FH R AR AR RE 28 20 182, T RSOnT JE A i % R
@ NMP*HCl 0.2 mg*mL ', NME*HCI 0.2 mg*
mL ' E*HCl 2 mg*mL ', PE*HCl 1 mg*mL ', ME*
HCI 0.2 mgemL '), - 4 C{RAEHH] .

2.2.2 NAREBIMECH R ARI 2K 10 mg,
B 10 mL 2R, T O LB iR IR R 2 21,
T P BT FE S i A U, — 4 CERAZE A T . B iz dik
H AR LR S TR, 42 113 10 Moo mL™ ' R A bx
VR 20 MgemL™ ' [F BRI, - 4 CIRAFA .

2.3 s & {4 3% A DB-SMS crosslinked 5%
diphenyl-95% dimethylpolysiloxane( 30 m x 250 Pm, 0. 25

5 Cemin~ !
Hm) ; JHILFE % 70 'C(1 min)%lzs ‘C(5

10 Coemin~ '
min) %270 ‘C(5 min) ; AN AT KN

1 mLemin” ' BERECTEZ A 250 C; #EFE R 1 UL . JiR
WS BT IRE 230 °C; BB 7 EL BT
70 eV HL 75 88 2% B s 1 593 V; MEFRES 1R I o i
Li(my/z) 4 44(NMP, NME) , 58( E, PE) , 72( ME) F1 169
(AR (RS T . RR B 32 RV 5 K 20 i Bk,
TEESA 2,00 15 PRFEI 2 K JE 2 A

2.4 JRFERSE WL 4 AR EIER, FRYR,
SRR (20 2) %, R TR (65 E5) kg, JOHHT HE Uf, W56
T8 ) ) S A AR 7 R ST B0 = R A R RIS
SR TR M S G 24 I sk R 2 P O s Ak
BT 2 AN AR AATAT 254 . 523301 () G5 — AR IR Ik
1, AN RS2 25 LUA AT Ao 254, AN B3z 00
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Je A WMHETR R o B2 AR 10 i 2 A Rl s 15

ARSI BT AR 12 h, B TR R 5% 330
ml, JjRZ5)5 1 h BHEE R, Aok . TR S 2,
4,6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 22, 24 h WA JR W, HEAFIC AR TR
Jii, BECS.0 mL, — 20 CLRAEAAI
2.5 FESIIE
2.5.1 R B RR A0 e R S
HSURR 853 A AR W 3 L, IO AL EH 2 g, 20 Mg
mL R AR VA 200 ML, 5 mol*mL™ ' KOH ¥ ¥ 200
UL LA PR 4T 1.0 mL, JiE % 4E 3% 20 min,
3000 remin” 20 20 min . B LR LWR)EER B %
H 0.1 g JC/KBREREN K Eppendor &, K H /0 i iE#
(43t g 2.00 1) BT GC-MS 4347 .
2.5.2 SEREMRBE WL 25 FE R E RS
SN EC N ) B PR R B 3 mL, I 10 Mgeml™ 'R P4
PR 200 WL, HoAt AR ER[A] 2.5. 1, SR G4 v A
HEAT GCG-MS 73 H7 .
3 #£R
3.1 BRI RR B AR R B e
311 ArvEZE S LRV 23 S OGS i A
W @D.5,1,2,3, 4,5 mL, T H BB 10 mL &5l
W 13 RAUbRHE TAEW . P ZE KOk R 50 bR v T AF
AR A 3 mL, {ff NMP, NME #1 ME (K35 4 1, 2,
4,6,8,10 Veeml™'; 4l E (K13 Z 4 10, 20, 40, 60, 80,
100 Vgeml,™ "5 4l PE [ 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 Vge
ml ' RS I TR 2.5, 1 SRR T AR B,
I3 5IEE 5L NMP, NME, E, PE #Il ME & & 5 1 1N bx
SE BB I R LEARL( Y, DL TR AR L Y X6 9K
X (Mgeml, "y HEATEEPERDA, A 3 0K, S5 SRLEE 1.

%1 NMP NME E PE ¥ ME fiE /37572 FXFRE .

2 158 B AN S A R

LePEVE SR A B

D%y [EVE Py R’ o o
(HgemL™ ") (HgemlL™ ")

NMP Y= - 0.202+ 0.247X 0.996 1~ 10 1

NME Y= — 0. 185+ 0.299X 0.998 1~ 10 1

E Y= - 1.122+ 0.375X 0.999 10~ 100 1

PE Y= - 0.629+ 0.366X 0.999 5~ 50 1

ME Y= - 0.145+ 0. 717X 1. 000 1~ 10 1

3.1.2 RYSJESEEG  ORESWREUR S B TAE 3
mlL, 2 FER e TR 2.5, 1 BERHT AL B, A
HEFE 6 IR, tHS& B RSD . NMP, NME, E, PE }2 ME
(%) RSD 43 5 K 10.26%, 9.34%, 1.95% , 6.80% I

0.70% .

3.1.3 BV OREIUR S B TARW 3
mL, “FATERAE 5 O, 4 PR IIIE” 0T 2.5. 1 #4F
HEATALFE, 745 NMP, NME, E, PE }2 ME & & [¥) RSD,
Ik 5.82%,5.57% ,4.60% , 4. 63% } 1.36% .
3.1.4  IOFERICZRSEEG RS 2 R HURR B B T
YEW 1.5 mL, IR 100 BL FrvfE TAE( 600 Ugeml,™ ',
PLE ot), 2R 5 TR ZEK R 22 3 mb, 2 FF i 11 U
SEP IR 2.5, 1 #RAE AT A 38, ~PATERAE 5 i, TF
I, g5 W%k 2.,

%2 NMP,NME, E, PE & ME BB E (x £s, n=5)

N 1PN« MAFFE InFeREIeE RSD

(HgemL™ ') (Mgeml™ ') (%) (%)
NMP 60 3.5520.15 104.55%4.32 413
NME 60 3.1210.15  103.91%5.15 4.9
E 600 51.1010.48  102.8810.96  0.94
PE 300 19.78 £1.02  109.46 £5.67 5.18
ME 60 3.76£0.087 97.07%2.25  2.32

3.1.5 RSN R RR S AE DB E R
(IR TG R 2.5, 1 AR, I bR 2 7 RV 5 bR 2
PRI A B I E S A AR B o, a5 R LR 3
R 1.
3.2 JRFERRREEAE YRR I S e
3.2.1 kL EM A g R R LA T
B, PRAFEH 1 P U5 2% AN TR JRR 8 25 4 Bk 1 )
iE .
3.2.2 ArvEMIZR A LR TRV A R
fits 2% ORI RS BT T RV L bR HE PR B, 32 K i
PIIE” IR 2.5.2 #AE AT AL B, 43 il vt 55 NMP,
NME, E, PE, ME J€ & (2 1 5 N b5 58 1t 25 7 W i AL
FLAE( Y), DUETRLEL ¥ SR JE X (Ugeml™ ) HEAT 2R
PEIRA, A 3K, SR LK 4.
R 3 GREEEEE OB AR 7 AU R R
BFHRE FHEERBSE(x 5, n=3)

X VI8 i I [ER
2%
(Mgeml™ ") (mg) (%)

NMP 13.27 £1.30 4.38 £0.43 3.18 10.24
NME 9.83 £0.70 3.24 £0.23 2.36 %0. 12
E 295.31 7. 66 97.45%2.53 70.93 0. 47
PE 79.26 +1.72 26. 15 0. 57 19.04 %0. 69
ME 18. 66 0. 23 6.16 £0.072 4.48 0. 04
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Abundance TIC:06102323.D 3 2 4 ﬂﬂ*i [E] L]& %z g‘ggﬁ *%5 "_\TJZ_:_: I& E:X EJ %D i&ﬁ El/‘J )i(
- 2 BE 3 mbL. 45 BN 8 R PR T T A Y
— | 100 ML, 3% B I 7 TUF 2.5, 2 B30 47 b 8,
280000
— ) VS IREII A, L 6.
o Jut 5 %6 NME NMP E PE % ME #E % (n= 3)
6
- . IM:'Loo 800 17.00 1¢'noﬂ19‘oo 2000 21.00 22.00 zs'ﬁzo E‘A—ﬁ jju)\i {)ﬂﬂ?%"*i@{ﬁ IEILI&$
W i A (Hgeml™ ") (Mgeml ') (%)
Abundance TIC:06102417.D NMP 20 2.397 100.75
400000 3
380000 | 40 3.006 98.71
300000
. 80 4.525 103. 34
. 4 NME 40 3.821 100. 84
100000| | i X 80 4.796 93.63
80000 1
14.00 ?éoo 1600 17,00 1obot1nbo 2000 21.00 22.00 23.00 160 7. 840 100. 65
R[] (min)
E 200 26.987 103.95
1 REZFAREILE 400 33.526 102.75
A. Jﬂ‘ﬁ“‘t’:t#@ﬁxq—;ﬁﬁ&*’ P"]*; B. JM‘E":Y%?!J'I‘]&*' V‘]*/Ji 800 48. 980 106. 57
1.NMP; 2. NME; 3. E; 4. PE; 5. ME; 6. P Ar( — 2K 1%) PE 100 1. 184 105. 74
%4 NME,NMP, E, PE % ME @ 37572 .
L ] 200 14. 561 104. 68
FE R R EL LR M TE B AR B (IR A4S PR
400 22.401 108. 86
é‘l “”A e W ‘T\” Pl
s I e 58 a (N RE S v (18 VU] ) ME 20 1204 100.67
(MgemL™ ") (MgemL™ ')
40 1. 895 97.08
NMP Y= - 0.318+ 0.335X 0.985 0.5~ 10 1
NME Y= — 0.515+ 0.475X 0.995 1~ 20 1 80 3.356 102. 15
B yo0sme 0Tl Lan s 3.2.5 FRABHEMBLIRZHE i E
= - 0. + 0. . .5~ N N o

ok - ; RS 2,4, 6,8, 10, 12, 14, 22, 24 h {1 JREEHEAT A
3.2.3 REEJESEE G PR3 RO ATKRIE 2T P B T 8 T S5
TRRE ;i&ﬁ%%umﬂf‘ ?{k 51 1 W R AT U0, W00 e RR AR R RV S, T S AR I
ﬁg@%jz‘{/gﬂjﬂejgwf‘é %E”Eﬂ*%’ﬁzg L4 RSD, 4 15 SRR F R0 85 SRR, 20 51 1) SRR
wks. ’ - SR (L) - B ) ) 128, 25 R 2 R 7

80000
%5 NME NMP E PE % ME 8 A B#5 % & (n= 3,x *s) 70000 |
s B (gl ) RSD(%) E|
NMP 1. 466 10. 10 7.47 g 20000 |
1.712 0. 110 6.40 E 30000 |
2.253 +0. 180 7.99 20000 |
NME 1.973 10. 141 7.14 10000 | : —“g
2.456 £0. 119 4.85 0
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
3.830 0. 183 4.78 —&—NMP  —6—NME —O—E —e—PE  —%—ME BfEIT Ch)
E 14. 679 F0. 142 0.97
19.295 £1.324 6.86 B2 BELSEEORBKEIERERNKEEYSE
37146 £1.003 2.70 14 RAR M - 18] i 45
PE 5.565 £0. 176 3.16 s
4 HE
7. 244 +0. 536 7. 40 Wit i .
12. 218 0. 594 4. 86 %%%DH&%E\:/%E, (0"‘ 24) h V‘] E‘J)J?‘/’&%EZW
ME 0. 628 £0.009 1.50 £, K H GC-MS 72065 JBR 25 32 1R A H 1 JBR 25 A2 ) Tk
0. 619 £0. 030 4.83 o e : N e A L
| 159 40,019 s BT &0 HT . R 2 JBR 2537 P RR B AE DR 7
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%7 MRFRE %24 h /5, NMP NME E PE & ME &)
EMHMESOREBMLLE (v L5, n= 4)

PR P8 SRR P2 R

L% . PE S PR
(mg) (mg) (%)
NP 438 5.2010.07 118.84 £1.54 - 24.455 0.000 24.457  0.000
NME  3.24  9.46%1.25  291.96138.57 - 9.955 0.002  9.955  0.002
E 9745 68.39H.62  70.18%4.74  12.589 0.001 - 12.595  0.001
PE 26,15  23.7330.95 90.74 13.63 5.104 0.015 -5.09 0.015
ME 6.16 2.3510.19 38.1033.12 39.654 0.000 - 39.682  0.000
At 137380 100.13315.92 79.44 H4.31 9.541 0.002 - 9.538  0.002

e Q%13 BRI (%) = S0 T3 BB HE IR x
100% 11 IR IBR 2 32 IO #5010 25 2. @ BRI P AE Ry SRR AS ¢ A 30
43 BI43 Mt BB BR VT NMP, NME, E, PE A1 ME [ B AR HiM 5 11
[ R A I SE v @™ EA P A N BAFEAS ¢ K58 23 591 2 #r L
PRI NMP, NME, E, PE 1 ME (17 R 5 1 2R MR 4
i,
431K 4.38,3.24,97.45,26.15 F1 6. 16 mg; 25 24 h
Jet o PRAE PR JRR 2B Pk 1) 1 35 SR R R Tk R 20 il DAy
5.20 mg( 118.84%), 9.46 mg(291.96% ), 68.39 mg
(70.18%) , 23.73 mg(99.74% ) F1 2.35 mg( 38.10% )
(W) . HEREIR, Br— /N7 ME LUsUE HE
4h, NMP, NME, E H1 PE K73 LR HEME A7 AE T IR
FE . A5 B A2 NMP ORI NME (6% w5 1 HEE
izH] SPSSI13.0 B fF, R A FAREAS ¢ x50 (1) U 0y
T, ge vk 45 FAE W] NMP AT NME (1)1 3 2R &
KT Pk, B iy SRR R 825 KT (W
7). XL FLHIRER NMP Al NME A 5 DLS AR
A, A oAl 73 e A o NMP R NME o 545 R 5%

AW AT 5T NME, E, NMP 2351 & E .

ME PE [P =4 . His i, FRATTHED RR 2 2= 00082
F) A EL AL 2 550 T NMP AT NME 78 JRAE b HE
Ha T RE.

BRI E E 20300 70.93% (36 3), X IAL
FERREE T R AR BT AR I IR E 2 R 3 10
FEEMERSy, I 2 %0, DURRETZ )G (0~ 24) h %
B[] B, B Hev b, ME HE 550 .

ARSI T I B T O 2 BRI 2 B A3 R
Ak ) PRAE I 5, B Wi T RR B AR A N AR
(1) A=y 2 A S I iR O, A6 R T 48 7 R 253 (R AR Y
AR LR, A R T4 7= R 2037 R FEAE (R ) s i
H SR AT, B R B AR R TR T R 253
A — o AR I E (PR, H 43.17%
(M E 7Elk#5)5 8 h LUSUEHEM, f7 24 h (1)-F 35 B
AR B 61.51% ., #F— 20Uk T B33 4 il K

T2 AR Al A E P A AT O . ME %
A2y Jm ek, L i ar LG, E2E ] T-F
Wi R 22 ORI T I, S R, S
Wit . CUIRBETEZ G 24 hy, ME [1)°F3) SRUHE %A
38.10% (W% 7), 5 cik'™ i RiE 33% ~ 40% —
B, g5 2 i, ME [RHEINE . ME ZE44R P g
(PR A mT g S SR S 7 T A3 RE A KL
EH .
ARSI BR T B bR TR R B AR A 2
FTEACE ] GCG-MS 43 3 60l 5, BEyRAERf 1,
LG, 78RR B A Pk 1 1 DA S A% 254X 3l )
S FR T A 2y . RZi)E 24 h KD ) DL E
AR HE M R 5 B ORR AR ak R BN IR B
79.44% ( W3 7) , VEWHAE R 24 24 h J5 R 53 BR s AR
Yy BE pRHE L, FRAR T PR A AR T 1k AR
1) XU
5 #ig

NMP, NME, E, PE £1 ME iX 5 F JBK 2% 4= ¥ Bl 471
TR AR, Jorh E R BRI 2 A
B2 — o FIRBR ) B (0~ 24) h & I [A] B, E
Hettfe b, ME HEM 518 . N D IRREE 3 05, B — /s
A ME PLE JE 45, NMP, NME, E fil PE ] 3=
BIDLJSUBARYS, 105k B PR R HE
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